
Testosterone 
rules

When you can’t encourage the boys into the kitchen, 
take the kitchen to the boys

In the past, the kitchen has usually been 
seen as a predominantly female domain, 
with its design, layout and the choice 

of décor generally taking a somewhat  
feminine slant.  

The owner of this inner-city house 
asked interior designer Doug Durbin to 
create a kitchen in the basement, alongside 
a collection of classic cars. 

“Because the kitchen was to be set 

Above and facing page: This kitchen, surrounded by 
a car collection, provides a place for the owner to 

amongst the car collection, it seemed 
appropriate to design something that 
evoked motor sports,” says Durbin.  

Materials in the kitchen have been 
selected for their masculine flavor and 
connection with the car industry.

“As a designer, my passion is to experi-
ment with untested ideas to achieve an 
effect that is completely original,” he says.

Testimony to this are the countertops 

entertain friends. The kitchen includes bars, and an 
adjacent dining area and casual seating area.
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Top: The masculine flavor of this kitchen comes 
from the choice of materials – leather on the floor 
and the upholstered furniture, concrete around the 
refrigerator and stainless steel sides on the bar. 
Wood paneling and cabinetry add a warm touch.

Above: Diamond-plated stainless steel covers the 
back of the banquette seating area and the stair 
risers. Leather covers the floor of the kitchen.

Above right: The kitchen includes two bars with bar 
stools and two casual seating areas. A picture of 
an antique Ferrari speedometer is etched into the 
glass table.
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Interior designer and kitchen designer: Doug 
Durbin, NuHaus (Highland Park, IL)
Main contractor: Turner Construction
Cabinets: Figured anigre laminated with matte 
urethane finish
Cabinet manufacturers: Downsview
Countertops: Black Absolute granite and glass
Countertop fabricator: Rareform Architectural 
Products
Flooring: Edelman leather floor from Holly Hunt
Wallcoverings:  Figured anigre veneer from 
Downsview; designed by NuHaus
Backsplash: Black Absolute granite designed 
by NuHaus

Furniture: Black leather from B&B Italia
Faucets: Kroin LAV.111
Oven, cooktop: Miele
Microwave: GE with trim kit
Refrigerator: Sub-Zero
Dishwasher: Miele
Waste unit: KitchenAid
Icemaker: Scotsman 
Lighting: Junotrak and Häfele Pucklights
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in the kitchen. To create a countertop 
that looks like a broken windshield, 
three layers of glass were sandwiched 
together then installed. The bottom layer 
is a sheet of glass backpainted to give it 
a soft green tone. This is topped with 
a sheet of tempered glass and a third 
sheet of clear glass. Once installed and 
before adding the stainless steel trim, 
Durbin hammered the edge of the glass 
to shatter the middle layer.   

“The glass looks as if it has shattered 
through all three layers, creating exactly 

the look we wanted,” says Durbin.
Diamond-plated stainless steel, more 

commonly seen on semi-bumpers and the 
walls of coffee trucks, covers one side of 
the bar and the risers on the steps to the 
kitchen area.

Leather, alluding to a car interior, has 
been used on the floor and to upholster 
the booth seating and sofas. A concrete 
frame surrounding the refrigerator and 
wine cooler is a reminder of pavement 
and helps link the kitchen with the rest of 
the garage. The cabinet over the sink has a 

stainless steel frame and glass shelves.
To introduce a note of warmth into 

the basement, natural figured anigre, 
sequenced and matched for grain and 
color, is used for the cabinetry and wall 
panels in the kitchen and seating area.

Light is directed at the kitchen from a 
suspended maple frame inset with cobalt 
blue glass, which partially screens the 
basement’s exposed ducts and piping. 
As well as bringing light down into the 
kitchen area, the frame distinguishes this 
space from the rest of the basement.


